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WRrrXEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



Internationa] application No. 

PCT/JP2005/016824 



Box No. I 



Basts of this opinion 



With regard to the Iang^age, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 
the international application in the language in which it was filed 

the translation of the international application into 

translation furnished for the purposes of international seardi (Rule 12 .3(a) and 23. 1(b)). 



, which is the language of a 



2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino add sequence disclosed in the international jqq)lication and necessary to the daimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material 

I I a sequence listing 

I I taUe(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 
I I on pi^cr 

I I in electronic form 

c. time of filing/fumlsliing 

I I contained in the international application as filed 

I I filed together with the international application in electronic form 

I I furnished subsequently to this AuthOTity for tlie purposes of search 

3. I I In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table(s) relating thereto has been filed or 

fumi^cd, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the ^plication as 
filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 



Additional comments: 
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Box No. IV 



Lack of unity of invention 



I I In re^onse to tite invitation (Form PCT/ISA/206) to pay additionai fees the qiplicant has, within the applicable time limit: 
I I paid additional fees 

I I paid additional fees under protest and, where applicable, the protest fee 

I I paid additional fees under protest but the applicable protest fee was not paid 

I I not paid additional fees 



2. \^\\ This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not conqilied with and chose not to invite the applicant to pay 

additional fees. 

3. This Authority considers tliat the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13. 1, 13.2 and 13.3 is 
I I complied with 

IXI complied with for the following reasons: 

The matter common to claims 1 -9 is a Gnetum extract. 

As a result of survey, however, the Gnetum extract and cosmetic products containing the 
said extract have been found not to be novel, since they are disclosed in document 1 [JP 2002- 
080372 A (L'Oreal), 19 March, 2002 (19.03.02), & EP 1 175888 A2, & CA 2354107 Al, & FR 
2812195 Al, & US 2002/0051799 Al] and document 2 [JP 114)60450 A (Sunstar Inc.) 
1999.03.02 (Family: none)]. 

Since the common matter belongs to the prior art, it is not a special technical feature in 
the sense of the second sentence of PCT Rule 13.2. 

Therefore, there is no matter common to all of the claims, and the aforesaid groups of 
subject matters are not considered to be a group of inventions so linked as to form a single 
general inventive concept. 

However, no payment of additional fees is required since we were able to tinish our 
survey on all the claims requiring research without incurring the need to invite the applicant to 
pay such additional fees. 



Consequently, this opinion has been established in reflect of the foDowing parts of the interoational application: 
all parts 

□ 

the parts relating to clai ms Nos. 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bl&I(a)G) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

dtations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novdty (N) 



Claims 
Claims 



2-8 



1. 9 



YES 
NO 



Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 
Claims 



1-9 



YES 
NO 



Industrial applicability (lA) claims 1^9 
Claims 



YES 

NO 



2. Citations and explanations: 

Document 1: Shiv K., et al., Cyclopropene fatty acids in Gnetum gnemon (L.) seeds and leaves, 
J.Sci.Food Agric. (1980), Vol. 31, No. 7, pages 657-662 

Document 2: E. U. Isong et al., Nutritional and phytogeriatological studies of three varieties of 
Gnetum afticanum ('afang'),. Food Chemistry (1999), Vol. 64, pages 489-493 

Document 3: Iliya L et aL, Three new trimeric stilbenes firom Gnetum gnemon., Chem. Pharm. Bull. 
(Tokyo). (2003), Vol. 51, No. 1, pages 85-88 

Document 4: JP, 2002-080372, A (L'Oreal), 19 March, 2002 (19.03.02), & EP 1175888, A2, & CA 
2354107, Al, & FR 2812195, Al. & US 2002/0051799, Al 

Document 5: JP, 1 1-060450, A (Sunstar Inc.) 2 March, 1999 (02.03.99) (FamUy: none) 
Claim 1: 

The subject matter of claim 1 does not appear to be novel in view of document I. 

Document 1 discloses that the seed in the hull of Gnetum is roasted or boiled and unhusked 
before consumption, and that the seed is crushed to make cakes, biscuits, and emping, and that 
cyclopropene fatty acid (CPFA) has been obtained from an ester extract of Gnetum. 

Claims 1-8: 

The subject matters of claims 1-8 do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of 
documents 1-3. 

Document 2 describes the differences in nutritional compositions among different kinds of 
Gnetum, and also that feeding rats with a diet containing Gnetum leaves has demonstrated better 
nutritional results. 

Document 3 describes that Gnetum has been found to be a significant functional food from 
the fact that a novel compound with superoxide scavenging activity has been discovered by 
extracting Gnetum roots using acetone and methanol, and furthCT from the fact that, apart from the 
newly found compound, Gnetum exhibits a variety of other superoxide scavenging activities and 
such effects as a lipid peroxide inhibition effect, blood sugar count suppression effect, and anti- 
inflammatory effect. 

The coiisunq)tion of Gnetum seeds is considered to have been well known prior to the filing 
date of the present application (see the background art of the present specification and document 1). 
So, a person skilled in the art could have easily conceived of extracting an essence from Gnetum 
seeds, as well as adding the essence to various foods for nutritional enhancement, using a confound 
liquid of ethanol and water, ^^ch is widely known to be used for extracting active ingredients from 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bl&l(a)0) with regard to novelty. Inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 

such natural products as plants, on the assumption that» since documents 1-3 respectively describe 
that Gnetum seeds, leaves, and roots exert physiological activities, Gnetum seeds too should contain 
the same active ingredients as those found in the leaves and roots. 

Meanwhile, the effect of the subject matters of claims 1-8 is considered to be such that a 
person skilled in the art could have predicted. 

Claim 9: 

The subject matter of claim 9 does not appear to be novel in view of document 4. 

Document 4 also describes that a con^osition containing glycosylated hydroxy stilbene 
extracted from plants of the Gnetum family is used for protecting the skin from pigment deposition, 
for preventing signs of aging of the skin and hair follicle, for improving the con^lexion of the face, 
for smoothening the facial skin, for preventing or taking care of lines and fine-wrinkles, and for 
activating the epidermal regeneration process. 

Claim 9: 

The subject matter of claim 9 does not appear to be novel in view of document 5. 

Document 5 describes a hair-growing cosmetic containing an extraction liquid of a plant of 
the genus Gnetum of the Gnetum family. 

This hair-growing cosmetic cannot be distinguished from the cosmetic of claim 9 of the 
present application as there is a description, "the health-promoting functions include. . .growing hair 
and preventing fallen hair^', in paragraph number [0039] of the present specification. 
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1. Certain published documents (Rule 43lns. 1 and 70. 10) 

Application No. Publication date 
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JP 2005-023000 A [EX] 



27,01.2005 
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